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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too disreet, 

To run amiuck, and tilé at ail I meet. 

TI only wear it in aland of Hectors, 

Thieves, super-cargves, sharpers, and directors.---PorPr. 


———— 0000 —----— 
FUNERAL OF MAJOR CARTWRIGHT. 


Tue funeral of the late Major Cartwright took place at 
Finchley, on ‘Thursday, the 36th of September last; two 
days after the period v hen he would have compleied his 84th 
year. The ceremony, as arranged by the family, at his own 
request, was conducted in the most simpie manner. The 
remains of this “ friend and patrou of the human race,” were 
placed in a hearse drawn by four horses: and followed by 
one ar neg: ‘coach, containing the Rev. E. Cartwright ; T. 

L. Hodges, Esq. H. E. Strickland, Esq. and Dr. Harrison. 


Three private carriages followed, and closed the formal part 
of the funeral procession. 


Had the funeral been a public one, several distinguished 
individuals, acquainted with the Major only through the me- 
dium of his public life, had expressed their determination to 
attend: but the inclinations of the family, and the known dis- 
position of the deceased patriot, were equally at variance with 
the parade of arrangement that a public funeral would have 
required. It was theretore leit entirely out of the question ; 
but some of the personal friends of the persevering chanpion 
of reform felt it a species of solemn and melancholy duty to 
see his lifeless body deposited in its last resting place; and 
having obtained permission of his relatives, they made their 
own arrangements for accompanying the mourntul procession, 
in plain carriages, and simply attired in black. 


In the first carriage, went the Canon Riego, who had been 
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among the most welcome of his guests. At the dinner given 
in honour of the Spanish Revolution---a revolution bloodless 
itself, but destined soon to be drowned in the blood of its 
too generous patrons---the Major had busts of Riego and 
Quiroga carried before the committee, and placed on each 
side of the chair which was filled by Sir Robert Wilson. The 
Major at that period, in his triumph at the starting of Spain 
from her long trance of slavery, did not anticipate the loug 
catalogue of melancholy —: which was to be terminated 
by his own funeral. A short period saw the clouds darken, 
and the storm gather, over the new-born freedom of the penin- 
sula, General Quiroga, with his wife and family, and the 
Canon Riego, as the pr-tector of the wife and sister of his 
heroic brother, met as exiles in the Major’s house, where the 
busts, the memoridle of a transitory exultation, added to the 
bitterness of the disappointment. Since that period Riego 
has been basely murdered by that cut-throat and cut-purse 
Ferdinand: the wife of the gallant soldier hurried in the 
bloom of youth to a premature grave; and the sorrowing 
Canon following one of the hands stretched forth in warmest 
welcome of him to England, to the cold sepulchre. Such are 
the vicissitudes of life! With the Canon Riego, went Gen. 
Pepe, the victim of that other “vice of kings,” Ferdinand of 
Naples. Inthe same carriage were J. B. Gilchr’ ist, L. L. D. 
and Captain Matthewson, the aid-du- -camp of Gen. Riego, 
-aud his companion at the period of his capture. 


In ‘the second carriage were M.D. Hill, Esq. who con- 
ducted the Major’s defence on the trial at Warwick, 20; 
J.S. Buckingham, W. Mason, and G. Dyer, Esqrs. 


In the third were H. Henning, 
son, and Burn, Esqrs. 





Gregory, H. Hopkin- 





In the fourth, were P. Walker, Esq. Mr. T. Cleary, and 
Mr. Rogers. 


In the fifth were Mr. Harris and Mr. Wooler. 


The funeral procession left the residence in Burton Cres- 
cent soon atter eleven, and proceeded slowly towards Finch- 
ley, a village about six miles from London, turntug trom the 
reat north road to the left at the distance of a mile from 
Highgate. ‘The procession was jomed at church-door by a 
number of persons who had taken other routes from the me- 
tropolis, The body being carried into the church, the burial 
service was performed, ‘and on its conclusion the grave 
closedon the mortal relics of a man whose memory will beever 
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dear to his species, \hile virtue remains more ihan a mere 
word, ‘The family vault in which the body is placed is on 
the lett of the porch of the church, near the extremity of the 
church-yard, It it aspacious area, enclosed by an iron palis- 
ade, the grass growing on the surface. 


Aiter the conclusion of the ceremony, the mourners, witk 
most of the persons attending, descended into the ‘ cold, 
damp vestibule of death.’ We tiere copied, with tearful eye, 
and with a sorrowing heart, the iollowing simple inscription : : 


JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 
BORN, 
SEPTEMBER 28, 1740. 
DIED, 
SEPTEMBER, 23, 1024. 


We do not know that anything could have been added, to 
encrease the interest of this laconic monumental notice :— 
but it struck us jorcibiy that the following beautiful lines of 
Pope would have been exceilently applied : 


“ Enough that virtue filled the space between, 
“ Proved by the ends of being to have been.” 


In the vault there were previously thiee coffins, one of them 
containing the remains of a sister oi the Major, who died about 
seven years since. ‘The pi articular tenants ot the other two 
we did not ascertain; the wood work was totally decayed ; 
and there is no doubt but they were the founders of the mau- 
soleum which has now beconie the receptacle of the most 
distinguished of the iamily. 


The shape of the vaultis nearly square; and the following 
sketch exhibits the order of the cothns;: 


| | 
bibs 


gy ne re ee ee ee eee 


oar 

















The dotted line shews the entrance into the vault, The 
coffin you first approach 1 is that of our late venerable ‘fiend: 
The second is that of his sister; and the remaining two are 
(to us) the unknown companions of his dreamless sleep. 
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We should have added that amongst the mourners assem- 
bled at his grave, was his faithful servant, who had lived with 
him upwards of thirty years ; and no sincerer mourner shed a 
tear upon his grave. ‘Capable of appreciating the principles 
of his master, and witnessing their excellence in his blameless 
and benevolent conduct in all the relations of life, it was in 


truth the service of the ancient times, when “ duty served for 
reverence.” 


There are not many of our readers who willask us, why 
we have been so particular; and to those who should, we 
have no other answer to make, than that we have done it to 
satisfy our own feelings; in the idea that thousands, and 
perhaps millions, feel as we do; and will be glad to read 
what we derive a melancholy pleasure i in dese riding. Those 
who are cold enough to need any other apology, had better 
lay down our pages. We cannot promise them any better 
entertainment ; though it ought to please the coldest, if were 
only trom the novelty of the subject. Warriors, statesmen, 
and philosophers, such as they are, are the growth of every 
age, and the produce of every soil; but aman who seeks 
truth for her own sake, and follows her dictates in all cireum- 
stances, no matter what sacrifices she demands, is not pro- 
duced more than once in an age ; and it will be probably long 
before the world will have another Cartwright to lose. 


It is proposed to erect a monument to the memory of this 
every way inestimable man; and the intention, we are hap- 
py to add, meets with very general countenance. Indeed, 
we have only to claim from his most decided opponents the 
admission tiat an English gentleman bas a right freely to 
adopt, and as freely to express, the sentiments that from con- 
viction he may entertain, and even they must bear testimony 
to the worth of John Cartwright. Those who knew him, 
either publicly, or privately, or both, will want no stimulus 
to any act which may tend to encourage a virtuous emulation 
by recording on speaking marble the example of one, who, 
regardless alike of time or circumstance, fearlessly and ably 
diseh: urged his duty to his country, and to all mankind. 


There may be some, even in the catalogue of reformers, 
who from an idle jealousy, or the operation of some latent 
pique, may stand aloof, or attempt to discourage the under- 
takine. In this, howewes, they will not succeed; for what- 
ever may be the amount of the subscription---whether it reach 
a magnitude correspondent with the object, or whether 1 
merely suthce to furnish a simple marble slab, something will 
be effected ; and though the most splendid cenotaph would 
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be honoured by the virtues it would be erected to record, the 
humblest spontaneous tribute of affectionate esteem would be 
equally gratifying to the pure spirit of its object. 


The following Papers on this subject have been issued by 
the Committee. 





000 


PROPOSED MONUMENT 


TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE JOHN 
CARTWRIGHT. 


_— 





Ar apreliminary meeting, held at the house of P. 
Moorkg, Esq. M. P. on the 13th of October, 1824, it was 
unanimously agreed that the public integrity, and private 
virtnes, of the late JouN CARTW RIGHT, were most highly 
deserving of some lasting testimonial of national esteem ; anc 
that a Subscription for a suitable Monument} should be im- 
mediately opened, under the auspices of a Preliminary Com- 
mittee, composed of the following Gentlemen, to whom will 
be added such other eligible individuals as may desire te 
co-operate in the proposed object. 


P, MOORE, Esq. M. P, CHAIRMAN. 


D.SYKES, Esq. M. P. 
The Rev. Dr. S. PARR, 
Dr. J. B. GILCHRIST. 
R. SYKES, Esq. 
SAMUEL PEACH, Esq. 
P. WALKER, Esq. 
z NORTHMORE, Esq. 
', DICKNSON, Esq. 
Dr. HARRISON, 
COL. AIRK, 
R. SLADE, Esq. 
"FE. Ee mi Esq. 
H. E. STRICKLAND, bsg. 
.» MASON, Esq. 
G. KINLOCK, Esq. 
Jos. BUCKINGHAM, b-. 
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Dr. GILCHRIST and R. SLADE, Esq. consented to accept 
the office of Preliminary Trustees; Messrs. RANSOM and 
Co. Pall-Mall, were appointed the Bankers. 


Mr. T. J.WocLer was requested to undertake the office 
of Honorary Secretary. 


A Sub-Commiitee of Correspondence and Arrangement, 
consisting of Dr, GILCHRIST, R. SLADE, Esq. W. MAson, 


Esq. and Mr. T. J. WOOLER, was then appointed, and the 
meeting adjourned. 





000 - 


Since the Meeting, the names of the fullowing Gentle- 
men have been. added to the Committee: 


The Hon. Hi. G. BENNETT, M, P. 
JOSEPH HUME, Esq. M. P. 
GEN. LONG. 

R. M. BEVERLEY, Esq. 
CHARLES WYATT, Esq. 

a_—— HENNING, Esq. 





000 


Gentlemen wishing to be furnished with Subscription 
Papers, are requested io apply, under cover as stated below, 
to the Honorary Secretary, Mr. T. J. Wooler, 2, Gough 


Square, Fleet Street, by whom they will be furnished free of 
expence. 


Members of the London Committee, who reside in’ the 
country, are requested to form local committees, for the acce- 
leration of the object in view in the vicinity of their imme- 
diate residences, and wherever their influence may extend, 


Subscriptions of any amount, as the feelings and means 
of the contributors may dictate, will be receive ds but as en- 
tries cannot conv eniently be made of sums less than one shil- 
ling, it is recommended to contributors to whom that sum 
might be too much to spare, to collect smaller subscriptions 
among themselves, and to pay in the aggregate amount 
to the General or Local Committees, in a sing ale name. 


The Subscription Papers are requested to be returned to 
the London Committee, as fast as they are filled up, directed 
to the (fonorary Secretary, under cover to 
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CIRCULAR. 


SIR, 

Iv the object of the accompanying papers meets 
your approbation, [am directed by the London Committee 
to invite you to become a member of that body, subserib- 
ing whatever sum you think proper, and to aid thei ‘ir efforts 
in any way that local circumstances may suggest, or your 
own judgment dictate, for raising a sutlicient sum on this in- 
teresting Occasion. 


A correspondence will be opened upon this subject 
with the United States of America, in order that the Friends 
of Freedom in both hemispheres may have an opportunity of 
combining in the expression of their esteem for the departed 
champion of civiland religious liberty all over the world. 
It cannot be doubted that America will promptly acknow- 
ledge the obligations which Freedom universally owes the me- 
mory of CARTWRIGHT, as an Officer who, even in the pride 
ot vouth, and inthe full career of martial renown, sacri- 
ficed the most brilliant prospects, and a profession to which 
he was ardently devoted, rather than stain the sword of a 
patriot. warrior with the blood of his fellow-creatures, whose 
only crimes were the love of liberiy, and the determination to 
be tree. 


The insertion of any gentleman's name, as_belong- 
ing to the London Committee, does not imply that he must 
be present, or become an active member, beyond what his 
personal influence may conduce to the success of the 
pending design. 


In the event of disinclination, or inability to join. the 
London Committee, have the goodness to address me under 
cover to 
that some other gentleman may wait upon you for the printed 
documents, to carry the intention into effect with as little 
delay as possible. 

I remain, SER, Your's most respecttully, 


TGS. FE. WOOLER, lion. Sec. 


2 Gough Square, Fleet Street. 


i 
6) = «s- ‘ 
Oct. 25, 1624. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
—-—— 000 


From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze, 
at Japan. 
Respected Friend, 

I hiave only informed thee in a postscript of the recent 
death of the late King of France. 1 do not attach so much 
importance to the death of Kings, as to enter into all the 
feelings of a courtier on such occasions. Nor can I wear 
two countenances upon one face, which is absolutely indis- 
pensable at court, when one King ceases to exist, and another 
mounts the isms. If 1 loved “the man, I eer regret his 
Joss too sincerely to permit myself with any passable decorum 
to congratulate his successor. If I did not love him, yet 
could [ not rejoice with any real exultation that he was dead. 
Besides, what occasion for sorrow is there at all, when the 
successor happens always to be endowed with all the cardinal 
and ordinary virtues in such abundance, that the saints them- 
selves are scarcely fit to keep him company. | dare say thou 
hast noticed the improvement which royalty is making in 
every age. A living monarch is always a paragon of pertec- 
tion; but his successor is certain to surpass him: and con- 
sidering how very long this progressive improvement has 
taken place, it is no wonder that the royal families of the con- 
tinent especially are so extraordinarily good. From tke files 
of the French journals which I have transmitted thee, thou 
must have observed that ‘ Louis the desired” was the per- 
fect idol of the French Nation. They had not a wish ungrati- 
fied while he remained upon the throne. The country. was 
the happiest country i the world; s and, to judge by ihe Jan- 
guage of the court gazettes, there was no such thing as mis~ 
fortune or misery in France. That sucha man as Louis, 
who knew very little, or nothing, bevond the excellent fla- 
vour of his wine, should 1 In any way contribute to the happl- 
ness or welfare of a nation, exceeds belie; ¢ specially as his 
absence was once equally desirable for the quiet and happt- 
ness of France---as when he fled from the extle of Elba, or 
trembled betore the fury cf revolutionary France. But he 
Was no bad judge of Ae naiure 3 for while lie shunaed the 
tempest of popular fury, he knew that lie n i cht repose safely 
In the calm; and by the mere cunning of net provoking a 
mischievous We vive to which he was not e pn he has 
hat! the repute of heals all dissentions, recone: all con- 
tradictions, conciliating all parties, and rend tevhig s rance a 
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perfect elysium ; and every body truly happy. A few execu- 
ions, or proscriptions, only served to illustrate the truth of 
the de leetable condition of the French Empire, which had 

arisen inerely from the happy contrivance of calling the Code 
Napoleon, the Code Bourbon. A child of nature might have 
imagined that when Saint Louis ascended to heaven, not 2 
Frenchman would have staid behind: and that those who 
could not find any convenient means of carriage, would have 
gone mad with grief and disappointment. Any thing like 
consolation was not to be anticipated. The successor was 
painted as a gloomy bigot; and only a few priests and old 
emigrants, who wished for the restoration of church and na- 
tional domains augured any thing from the new reign. Age, 

infirmity, the absolute death of three parts of the late king’s 
body, did not at all diminish his value to France. He was 
still king, and stili to be adored. But when he was quite 
dead, the case was altered. Another had stepped imto his 
shoes ; and after a cry of lamentation that the king was dead, 
a shout of joy was raised for the king that lived! Louts had 
departed, but Charles was quite ready to take his plice. So 
true is the observation of Goldsmith, that the world iay want 
cobblers to mend shoes, but is never likely to be mm want cf 
princes to govern it, while it remains incapabie of governing 
itself. Since Charles has mounted the French throne, he is 
no more a bigot, no more a gloomy thirster after the glories 

of the ancient system. He is become wise, enlightened, 

liberal, witty,—in short a perfect royal exquisite—a sort of 
mental dandy of amonarch, who dresses his thoughts to the 
adiniration of ev ery body. He professes the greatest esteem 
for the old partizans of Napoleon ; ; and has not vet hinted at 
the confiscation of the revolutionary estates. The good 
people of Paris, not finding him as bad as they expected, 

loaded him seitle auclunatiene. But a poor player unluckily 
took it into his head to die, during this flowing tide of royal 
popularity. ‘The priests of Paris, conscious that they are 
only players themselves , and angry that their profi ae rivals 
should bear away the palm, will not suffer the rites of christian 
burial to be pe vformed over the bodies of such irreligious 
personages 3 and the gates of the burial ground were closed 
against the comedian Phillippe. The croud insisted upon the 
adinission of ihe corpse; and an appeal was made to the 
king acainst the intolerance of his benzes. Whether the king 
Was no match for liis bonzes, or whether he participates i 
tue intolerait spi iit, i cannot tell thee. The Longest: howe ver, 

with the aid of a few bayone ts, prevai e(ieaethe croud was dis- 
persed; and ile remaims of the defunct carri dl fo a cohcuen 
cemetry, where he miecht repose Without cffence. fo mere 


orthodox unnds. “Phe Parisians are not chargeable wt ti lwo 
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much reflection ; but they do think a little at occasional pe- 
riods ; and this affair has considerably lessened the acclama- 
ticns in favour of the new son of St. Louis. At court, 
however, it makes no sort of diflerence. He is king; and 
while he remaiis so, he has the croud of political ¢ 2nd clerical 
adventurers at his feet: who are all equaiiy ready to laud his 
wisdom and piety, whet ie he give the word for wholesale 
murder, or undermine ihe basis of national security by aban- 
doning himself to the most contemptble bigotry. 


At present, the ceath of Louis has changed nothing. All 
the European cabinets remain “‘ excellent good friends.” The 
French troops occupy Spain ; and perpetuate a system of the 
most destructive anarchy. Austria‘does not yet find it safe 
to leave Naples to the wisdom of ifs native monarch: and, as 
far as the Holy Alliance extends, 1t is unanimous and tri- 
umphant. Yet it seems to have some elements in its Composi- 
tion which check its inclinations. It bas not yet endeavoured 
to crush the spirit of liberty in Greece. Neither France nor 
England would like to see the Grecian navy under the influ- 
ence of Russia; and enabling the Czar to emerge from the 
frozen quarters of the Baltic into the life and vigour of the 
Mediterranean seas. Neither has any expedition yet sailed 
against South America. The co-operation of England seems 
wanting for such a step; and Lord Casileregah declared, that 
‘from the forms of the English Constitution, she could not 
be a direct party to the Holy Alliance ; but that her govern- 
ment cordially wished success to its designs.” Perhaps this 
cordiality does not exist in such perfect unity as it did; and 
South America may congratulate herself on her advantages 
of climate and produce, which make it more the interest of 
England to be neutral, than to become principals in a quarrel 
against her. 


There are secareasringy liere who assert that the Temple of 
Janus is shut, and that inere will be no more wars in Enrope 
—baut I am not of that opinion. I betieve that in every gene- 
ration there is a certain quantity of pugnactous spirit which 
will have scope for its display ; and ths ut dissentions between 
states are as certain, and natural, as ¢ Lsputes between midi- 
viduals ; and the police reports of tl countries furnish ample 
proot that the latter are not on the decline. 


In France this pugnacious disposition is cultivated with so 
much care, with reference to the military, that they have 
actually made a General of the Swiss Guai ds, anda Colonel 
of another BR egiment, out of hus nove Highness the Duke of 
Berdeaux, a child of about thrive veers old! who has ha alls 
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yet had time to learn to blow a penny-trumpet. The child is 
not the ridiculous object of the groupe. Poor thing! It 
would have been equally passive, had it been apprenticed to 
a shoemaker, or a chimney-sweep. ‘The jolly is in men play- 
Ing such foolish trick: s—which are not a whit more rational 
than the stock and stone worship of the arrantest savages. 
The deities of the one, and the puppet of the other, are equal- 
ly contenptible :—but the savage has the excuse that he 
knows no better, and only does that which he believes right; 

while the apes of the French capital must laugh in their sleeves 
at the folly of creating a General out of a thing whose ex- 
ploits are chiefly confined to wetting its nurses. Nothing, 
however, is too ridiculous for Paris. Ifa goose were to be 
deposited inaroyal cradle, after a royal delivery; and it were 
declared K the arch-bishop that the goose was really the 
offspring of the decendants of Saint Louis, it would be laud- 
edas a bless sing to the Great Nation :—at three years old it 
would be equally fitted with the Duke of Bordeaux for the 
command of the Swiss Guards; and in due time, if might 
asceid the throne of St. Louis—provided only that it were a 
gander-goose—it being a fundamental law in France, that a 
male, however imbecile and ideotic, will do well enough to 
govern the state; but that a female, however highly eilted 
with intellect, is not so qualified. 

J remain, thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





0000 





THE CHESHIRE WHIG CLUB. 


Whig whispers for triennial parliaments---Septennial 
shewn to be better---Character of the people the basis 
of the system--- Lord Belgrave un-whigging hinself in 
a fright, &c. 


The most important political novelty of the last mouth, is 
the conduct of the Ch eshiive Whig Ciub, aud its melancholy 
consequences. Some ti aie previous to this assemb' y taking 
place for the purpose of devouring an annual dimer, it was 
thought expedient to frame a declaration—not of principles, 
for all party has a natural antipathy to such aukward matters 
—but a declaration of the no-principles which were thought 
expedient to cement the members of the club together, and to 
extend iis numbers, A most notable declaration was got up 
accordingly, which was w _ Hough Calealated to piease those 
who like to follow potiical Will o” the wisps ; ; bur not much 
calculated for the 


‘ 
4 


Drescnt age, in whiteds scamnp ble aller 





} 
) 
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party is rather on the decline. It proclaimed a careful absti- 
bence from all debateable ground : and touched upon nothing 
specific, save the revolution of 1688, and a recurrence to tri- 
ennial parliaments. Now, considering that the Whigs destroy- 
ed the triennial parliaments, it seems only a natural desire to 
make a restitution of what they had previously robbed the 
nation, to call for the restoration of triennial parliaments ; but 
the tories exclaim that if it were a robbery, they were not 
the thieves: and that they cannot afford to repair the injury. 
The whigs plead the old Ud excuse of all usurpation, for the 
triennial act: namely, that it was necessary at the period to 
keep ont the pretender, the pope, and their great prime mini- 
ster, the devil. But why was it necessary? If the peopk 

preferred the Brunswick family, they would have supported 
them without any violation of such a fundamental law, as the 
period for which represe mth of the people were elected. 

And if the majority of the people were not in favour of tbe 
Brunswick race, what right had the whigs, as the minority, 

to insist upon the exclusion of the Stuarts 2 


Again, if there were any singular reason which rendere¢ it 
inexpedient to proceed to an election ata given period, which 
is mane cause assigned by the whigs for their inroad upon 
the constitution ;—w hy should they have prolonged their sit- 
tings is four years, when the addition of a single session 
might have answered the purpose, without any alteration of 
the geners/ law, which it might be necessary (perhaps) to sus- 
pend for a short period? ‘The whigs could no more foretel 
that the nation would not be in a ferment at the end of the 
four years, than at the end of one; and it is therefore evident 
that the sepiennial act was not meant by the whigs of that 
period as a temporary expedient on a pressing emergency : 
but a deliberate act of injury committed against the 
general rights of the people, for the express purpose of ex- 
tending the prerogatives of the crown: the authors of tie 
outrage then imagining that the exercise of those ep ansire 
would remain perpetually in. their party. But their decend- 
ants, finding the sceptre departed from their grasp, are willing 
that their “op ponents should be fettered again by the 
necessity of convening triennial paritaments .—for it is to. be 
recollected that when the whig party has been in power, it 
has never m: — for the restora Hon of trieunial parliaments: — 
and it is hardly to be supposed they will ever admit themselves 
at all likely to do mischief with any degree of power that 
might be placed in their hands. 


Their preference of triennial parhian ents, however, if elec- 
tions are to be manaved as they are, and the elective franchise 
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to be limited as it is, may be questioned as a measure of 
policy. It is better, we think, that the grand scene of cor- 
ruption, debauchery, bribery, drunkenness, and perjury, 
should be repeated as seldom as por sible ; and we are not 
quite sure that we should feet anything like sorrow, if the 
mockery of elections were never repeated ia the kinedouss and 
some other mode adopted of keeping the members a the 
house up to a certain number—w hich after all is only forty: 
and if tie office of legislators were attached to a few of the 
ordinary satellites of aa existing administraion, we are dis- 
posed to believe that we should have a more economical sys- 
tem than we have at present. 


we The object of the philanthropist is to Ciminish the sum of 


vice and consequent misery, as much as possible ; and if 
eleetion vices be damning sins, there is no knowing how 
many souls might be saved by putting a fin . period to them. 
Nor do we see who could complain, except the agents ia con- 
tested elections. The people, as a whole, have a very in- 
significant share in the inatier. Nota tythe of them | ave any 
thing more todo with elections four members of parliament 
than th rey have with the nomination of the Dey of Algiers. 
And as for the electors, as a body, they caunot hope to have 
more than three elections in the course of their lives, and their 
reversionary interest in the ust een nuchery might be com- 
pounded for by a short act of parliament, allowing them to 
lie, swear, and be drunk so many clear davs i i ine year, 
without any legal penalty, at th fe cost of any old. friend 
who might think if worth his while co treat them in remem- 
brance of past services, 


Instead, therefore, of caring about triennial pariaments, 
we care little about what becomes of the septennial act. Even 
let it follow the fate of its predecessors, As annual parlia- 
ments gave way to triennial p: irliaments : and triennial to the 
septennial—let the septennial give way to parliaments of 
twenty-one years duration—and those i in their turn to Jubilee 
parliaments, elected once in fifty yvears—which will be quite 
often enough for the re-creation of such assemblies as we have 
had at St. Stephens. 


Ifit be said that abuses would streagthen with the lapse of 
time, and grow in proportion to the duration of parliaments, 
we answer with the fox in the fable, who was requested by a 
friend to get rid of a swarm of guats that had been plaguing 
him a long time, ‘no, no, let them alone; they have had 
“ nearly as much of my blood, «s they can hold. ‘They are 
“now beginning to be toler: bly (quiet 5 but a fresh swarm of 
“ hungry devils would drive me mad.” W es a system cannot 
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be mended, any alteration is generally for the worse. Take 
an old stool for instance, rickety in all its joints, and see 
what trouble you may throw away, without making it a jot 
more useful. But if you nail it fast to its place, it may serve 
some time. We have always said, mend the system—et au 
thorough reform: + new- -furnish the house: -but this is not what 
the people seem to wish for, They have no notion of any 
alteration, until they get into a passion, and tiien they are not 
fit to make one. A siliy fellow had a chimney that every 
now and then plagued him terribly ; and when it prevente | 
him from cooking his dinner, he oem ina most furk uw: 

manner; and threatened the chimney with the cismember- 
ment of every accursed brick in its composition. But wheis 
the wind set another way, and the fire burnt brightly, he was 
as indifferent as if the wisi would never change, nor the chim- 
ney ever smoke again, See in this man the very model of the 
people of Great Britain. It is all outcry, or all peace with 
them. ‘They are either swearing at the smoky chimney, or 
quietly cooking their dinners at the fire. In fair 'w eather, they 
will not take the trouble to provide against the emer reencies of 
the rougher season ; and when tlie wind blows w: ‘ong, they 
have neither time, nor temper, tor the requisite alterations ; 
but, like a vessel, driven before the storm, they are hurried 
forward, and mistake the noise around them for their own 
importance. 


A recurrence to triennial parliaments cannot change the 
character of the people; and it is their character which is 
the bane of their independence. Those reasoners are not 
entirely wrong, who contend that it is not merely walking 
upon two legs, and enjoying the faculty of speech, that makes 
aman. There is something more — than the mere 
outward form and seeming of humanity. Where there is no 
knowledge, there can be but few rights; for the possession 
of a right signifies the preliminary qualification of being 
able to use it in a proper manner. A man who would sell 
a vote, ought not to have one; he is deficient in the moral 
qualification requisite for the duty; and he who is not aware 
of the value of the elective franc hise, has no great claim to the 
advantage. Iguorance 1s as mischievous here, as dlepravity. 
The fool and the knave are equally unworthy: and triennial 
parliaments would ouly give one a more freque nt opportunity 
of being a°*knave—the other of being a dupe. Governments 
are very rarely models of perfection ; but they are generally 
as good as the people; and hence the wisest and bravest 
nations have had the best—while the most ignorant and most 
depraved exhibit the worst of tyrannies in their most horrid 
aspect. 
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This whig declaration, however, week as it is, and abso- 
lutely unmeaning, has offended several of the party, who 
think that no sort of pledge to any point should be given by a 
politician. Lord Belgrave ts oue of these: and has absolutely 
un-whigege.t himself in disgust, at this approach toa declara- 


tion ; for, after all, it is nothing more than an approach, 
something resembling the old gothic style ef— 


‘“ Windows that exclude the light, 
‘And passages that lead to nothing.” 


Yet Lord Belgrave, out of the mere dread that it may 


aca lead to something, than made haste to get out of the enchanted 


circle of the Cheshive Whig Club ; ‘ane in a letter to that 
effect, in which he liopes that some plan of retorm that will 
suit him may be discovered by somebody, at some period, 
he withdraws his name and countenance from the Club! 
What the Cheshire Whigs can do without him, we know not 
—but he has thrown off the w hig, tor the present; and we 
are not inclined to think that he will ever put it on again. At 
any rate, when he finds a plan of reform that will suit him, it 


is a hundred to one that it will prove acceptable to nobody 
else. 


In truth, all hope of any reform is at anend. The people 
are satisfied without it; and the ministers would be generous 
indeed to grant what was no longer Cemanded. It would be 
deemed outrageous dias ‘ity to cram even a beggars wallet 
against his will, or without his solicitation. Nor will the low 
or high price of corn, or the fluctuations of the paper cur- 
rency, affect the question. The nation has now accommo- 
dated itself to the lead it has to bear: and many more 
millions must be added to the nationa! debt in foreign wars, 


before any fresh excitement of the people can be produced, 


The chimney must smoke before they will trouble them- 
selves about the matter; and, until that takes place, Whig 
Clubs can no more “ keep alive” the spirit of hberty, than 
they can recal the spirit of Fox to the earth, Yet if: any 
whig imagines that a ‘periodical disner, and toasting “ the 
revolution of 1688,” discharges him from the rep each of 
hiding his candle under a bushel, or of Keeping his talent 
wrapped up ina napkin, every one must applaud h is patriotic 
appetite ; and rejoice to find how easy it is to satisfy con- 
science about the discharge of public duty. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“Civis’’ is requested to think again upon the subject of 
the behaviour of the military 1 in the public house riot at Ham- 
mersmith. The morning paper to which he alludes knows 
when to speak; and, w hat is more, when to be silent. The 
affair was one of no greater importance than as shewing the 
disposition of the members of a standing army, which is ‘to be 
provided against as far as possible. The public has chosen 
that there shall be a standing army. Its consequei:ces must 
inevitably follow: but if it produce none worse than a little 
arrogance in a drunken soldier, we shall be agreeably disap- 
pointed. The fellows who suffered the soldiers to ill-treat 
them, did not shew much of what it has been the fashion to 
cail English spirst, or the soldiers would have had much the 
worst of it, and been sent home to their barracks well thrash- 
ed for their uupertinence. It was not a case for the police. 
The bystanders should have settled the business. We have 
no notion of a man crying like a child. As to the soldiers not 
surrendering to any but the military, the fault was m the cow- 
ardice or inadequacy of the civil force employed. It could 
not take into custody three drunken soldiers! Why was not 
the posse comitatus called out? It is complained that the 
oflicers kept them in the barracks! Why, where could they 
have been kept? They had frightened all the constables and 
watchmen out of their wits! As to their officers bailing them, 
what offence was that? Either the bail was good, or bad. 
If the latter, the Magistrate, not the bail, was wrong. Hf 
Englishmen who do got wear red coats can be bullied by 
those who do, let them be so as long as they like. 


The enquiry of “an electer,” when the next fair will be 
held for votes is pertinent enough, as we presume he means 
to attend, and see how the market goes. We cannot, inow- 
ever, absolutely determine the point. Matters run se smoothly, 
that ministers have prorogued the parliament to the Gth - 
January next, when it will be again prorogued, as a matter 
of course, to the latter end ot that month or the beginning 
of February. The necessary business of the Sessions will 
occupy so ‘much of the three following months, that a disso- 
lution can hardly be anticipated before the autumn ; and 
October is mentioned, as a convenient period: the harvest of 
law, and the ordinary harvest being then gathered in. We 
would therefore recommend our correspondent to wet his con-~ 
science in good case about that period. 


—— -_—— 
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